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BURR HOLE DRAINAGE

Overview

This procedure creates one or more
holes in the skull to release excess fluid
pressure in the brain caused by a chronic
subdural hematoma (blood clot on the
brain). It can be performed under local
anesthesia.

1. Preparation

A portion of the head may be shaved,
and the scalp is numbed with injections
of local anesthesia. The patient is often
mildly sedated during the injections.

Accessing the Brain

The surgeon makes a tiny incision in the
scalp and drills one or two tiny holes
through the skull, exposing the dura (the
protective membrane around the brain).
The dura is then opened with a small
scalpel.

2. Draining the Fluid

The opening allows the fluid to drain from
inside the skull, reducing pressure.
Saline may be injected to help wash out
the fluid.

3. End of Procedure and

Excess After Care

Ijl:g(ijned The wound is closed with sutures (in
from skull some cases, the surgeon may need to
place a drain in the hole so that the fluid
can continue to flow). The patient will

continue to be closely monitored.
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